Instances have occurred wherein the only way of obtaining relief from a dangerous patient has been by the ?expedient of sending him home, and arming the friends with a strongly-worded intimation for them to lodge with the parish officer. Sometimes it happens that a patient, dangerous and able-bodied, will demand his discharge from the hospital, and rarely, if ever, will the parish move when applied to. So common is the trouble that it is the practice, at one hospital at least, to take no further step beyond calling the attention of the nearest police-constable to the patient as he goes aWay, a proceeding devised, we suppose, as a concession to conscience and the proprieties, but which, in the absence of a definite charge, has no practical value. In some instances, failing all means of riddance, persons of suicidal and violent tendencies, have remained in wards for sick persons during considerable periods, to the terror of other patients.
It is a remarkable habit of the average parish official to adopt an attitude of hostility towards a voluntary hospital. That a real danger is constituted by this indisposition to co-operate is obvious to the most casual observer, but apparently nothing short of a catastrophe will compel attention in official quarters. Notwithstanding the risk we run of being deemed guilty of an impertinence, we will ask whose is to be the responsibility, and how is that responsibility to be enforced when the relieving officer, the medical officer, or other representative of the parish, leaves a maniacal patient in unsuitable lodgings until he does violence to himself, or. may be, runs amuck among a ward ol sick people ?
Agricola.
